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“To be known and read” by all. . . .

A Kindly Caution
Congratulations on a fine magazine. I thoroughly agree with your
centist position regarding people
being saved outside the SDA
Church (Vol. 1, No. 2). Would you
allow me one small disagreement? I
was a little surprised to see you
quoting Romans 2:14-16 in support
of your position. This passage is not
supporting people being saved. It is
proving people being lost.
Paul argues in Romans 1:1-3:20
that no one does right; no one,
whether Jew or Gentile, lives a life
worthy of grace. In chapter 2:14-16
he is simply proving that those
without the written law are still
guilty and deserving of death even
though they have some intuitive
knowledge of that law. If this is not
the case, then some people can be
saved by living up to all the light
they know without reference to a
Saviour.
Paul makes it abundantly clear
that we are saved only through faith
in the blood of Jesus Christ. In
Romans 10:10-15 Paul stresses that
people cannot call on one whom

they do not know and that someone must take the gospel to them.
Now I know this immediately raises
the wider question of the heathen
and their salvation. I am well aware
of Ellen White’s statements on this
issue, but her comments are not
conclusive. Protestant theologians
are agreed that general revelation
cannot save anyone. Salvation
requires special revelation. Were
this not the case, we would have
two groups in heaven: those saved
by the blood of Jesus and those
saved by living up to all the light
they know, which is works righteousness/
Christianity differs from all
other religions because it teaches
that people need an outside power,
another person, to save them—that
there is nothing they can do to
merit salvation. All other religions
teach that you are saved by seeking
to live as good a life as possible. We
need to beware that, no matter how
subtly, this concept does not creep
into Christianity. I am not saying
that is what you said, but it could
be misconstrued that way.
J. David Newman
Takoma Park, Maryland
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their lives giving the “cup of cold
water” without dependence on
works righteousness? Rather, with
trust in the Unseen Spirit who stirs
to life the residue of the image of
God?
Now, Dave, if I’m wrong, you
might consider applying for the
editorship of Perspective Digest—
I, for one, believe you would do a
great job in that capacity. And, if I
am wrong, the position may be
open__ —R.R.H.

* On the point of salvation by
works, a point well made by a good
friend, the former editor of Ministry Magazine, and current Assistant Professor of Religion at
Columbia Union College. But are
there not three groups rather than
two? The third: Those few who, not
knowing of Christ, are nevertheless convicted by the Holy Spirit of
their unworthiness, follow the
principles of righteousness He
implants in their hearts and, sensing the futility of works obedience,
trust fully in the merits of one that
Paul called “the unknown God”?
If you consider this concept
unscriptural, or at the least,
implausible, try this: In the beginning, humans were formed in the
moral image of God (the origin of
conscience). Today, little of that
image is left in humanity, and in
some, none at all. But in the few,
something yet resonates in harmony with the leading of the
Unseen Spirit, which Christ said
would represent Him throughout
the world after His ascension to
His Father. Would you deny that
among these few some may spend

“Taken by the Rapture”
Torres’ view (Vol. 1, No. 3),
which I have believed and taught
for years, is the only thing that
makes good sense to me. However,
as Matthew 25:1 would show, I
believe, the “coming” passages in
Matthew 24 and Luke 17 apply
more to the pre-advent judgment
than the actual second coming of
Jesus.
Ben Green
Walla Walla, Washington
I believe that the “two in a field”
and the “two at the mill” were still
at the mill and in the field when one
was taken and the other left!
I refer, of course, to the investigative judgment. One person’s
name came up—the other’s did not,
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but both, unaware, continued in
their places.
Think of the conditions at the
Second Coming (Rev. 16:17): Who
is going to be standing in the field
or grinding at a mill?
E J. Kinsey
Glendale, California

day sinners?
The SDA Bible Commentary
offers a very lame explanation of
these passages, seeking more to
undermine the rapture rather than
to follow good hermeneutical logic.
Pastor Jim McLain
Cheney, Washington

It is interesting how a short Bible
text can stir up different interpretations. Note the viewpoint in Testimonies to Ministers, page 235: “The
one shall be taken. His name shall
stand in the book of life, while
those with whom he associated
shall have the mark of eternal separation from God.”
It is very clear from this quotation that the one who is taken is
taken to heaven and the one who is
left is left on earth—dead.
Pastor Bob Forss
W. Lafayette, Indiana

A Big Orchid
One characteristic of PD I
appreciate, along with others, is the
effort your contributors make to
present their material in an understandable manner to a lay person
like myself. A big orchid to you and
your staff or a most interesting and
enlightening magazine.
Regarding the discussions on the
rapture (Vol. 1, No. 3), it is heartening to see that everyone agrees it is
a totally false teaching.
Bert Young
Sutherlin, Oregon

With Dr. Shea, I agree that Torres has it right. As important as the
definitions of words are to understanding the text, context is even
more so; it dictates how the words
are used and understood. After giving a very clear illustration indicating that the “taken” were destroyed,
why would Jesus reverse His logic in
His proclamation of the fate of last-

“Glad and Lightsome”
After reading Dr. Davidson’s
article “Then Was This Christian
‘Glad and Lightsome,’” I could only
say “Amen” to its balance, clarity,
and heartwarming message. There
is a lot of confusion within Adven-
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like it! Having worked among various cultures in the South Pacific, I
particularly enjoyed the cover feature “Go Ye Therefore, and Insult
All Nations.” The article touched on
a number of important points. I
think PD will find a niche in
thought-provoking Adventist literature.
Ron W. Taylor
Elanora, Queensland
Australia

tism and Christianity today over
what Christ has done for us, and
then applying and appreciating it.
Dr. Davidson presented the gospel
in a way that others have attempted,
but with more success. Praise God
for this article. Having taught five
years in SDA church schools, I
know that our youth need to know
what Christ has done for them first,
then comes the response. We SDAs
often reverse the order.
Artie Hamann
Beloit, Wisconsin

PD Challenge Awards
Thank you for the Challenge
Awards. I look forward to reading
the winners and getting a better
idea of what a word study is. It was
great trying.
Bill Tassie
Burlington, Missouri

Ratings Sweep (Four Stars)
It is four copies of Perspective
Digest I just received. Make sure I
get one at the address I sent to you.
It’s your world. Keep it simple.
Phillip W. Dunham
Internet: Phil@pioneer-net.com

Clear Vision
This is to congratulate you on
the vision you have to provide a
publication to review both sides of
questions that need to be clearly
understood by those concerned,
and the Bible position made very
clear. There is no doubt the enemy
will continue to bring in matters
that could cause divisions and loss
of hope for heaven if not thor-

Roland, scourge of the heathen
Saracens, I heard your horn blow in
Perspective. I am getting three
copies. How do we rate?*
Ed Cobb
Oroville, California
*Three stars.
Anthro-apologist
A few days ago someone handed
me a copy of Perspective Digest. I

Continued on page 58

7

https://digitalcommons.andrews.edu/pd/vol2/iss2/1

4

Multiple: Epistles

E

P

I

S

T

L

E

S

Continued from page 7

came a woman, much bedraggled
and soaking wet, gagging on sea
water as her weight dipped her into
the waves. When she reached shore,
she gratefully handed an amulet to
my father. It had been worthless in
effecting her rescue; but for the
heroic efforts of her rescuers, she
would have drowned.
My father never forgot the lesson. He told it often while preaching, emphasizing that salvation is
not of ourselves but from Jesus who
alone has power to calm turbulent
seas, to ease human fears, and to
save sinking humanity from eternal
perdition.
Charles A. Rentfro
Avon Park, Florida

oughly reviewed and made clear.
R. J. Roy
Prescott, Arizona
The House of Bread
A minor correction on a picture
caption: The three-story building
pictured is not the house of bread,
but the first house where my parents lived when they arrived in Lisbon in 1904. Only folks in Portugal
(who know their Adventist Church
history) would notice the difference.
Here’s a story from the winter of
1912-1913 that my father never forgot. An English mail steamer was
dashed on the rocks as it sought its
way through the foggy channel to
the man-made port of Leixoes.
Father rushed to the rocky beach
where rescuers fired rockets
attached to a lifeline toward the
steamer. Sailors aboard caught the
line, coiled it around a bollard on
deck, and rigged a breeches-buoy,
from which hung a canvas sling.
Father and the fishermen pulled
many survivors to shore from the
doomed ship.
On one trip of the beeches-buoy

Faith of Our Fathers
As a fourth generation of
ordained ministers in the Adventist
Church, I am thrilled to see your
society and journal devoted to
maintaining the faith of our
Fathers. May God bless you.
Alban W. Millard
Calistoga, California
Who’s Got the Winning Hand?
What a deal! I quote your offer:
“All who submit an entry [for a Perspective Digest Challenge Award]
will receive a free one-year subscription to PD ”
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ment-promoted hatred, but they
neglected to provide any solace and
support to the victims.. . . Instead,
many of the most senior church
leaders went out of the way to publicly support the architects of genocide. One church leader actually
organized a massacre in one of his
own churches [the Adventist
Church in Ngoma]. Sixty pastors
and their families were slaughtered
with the admonition of the president of the Adventists. ‘You die like
men, not like children,’ [he told
them].”
We’re puzzled. Any comments?
Lorene and Chester Bartch
Cleveland, Ohio

Enclosed you will find a manuscript for your Challenge Award,
category 2, Expository Sermons.
Please accept it as payment in full
for the year’s subscription.
Phil Mills, M.D.
Kechi, Kansas
• What a deal indeed! An entry
that— if I had an editorial budget—would have brought you a
check for $300! And all mine for
the price ($9.95) of a one-year sub!
Of course, the judges may rectify
the imbalance one way or the
other.—R.R.H.
Rwandan Massacre
We have been receiving Perspective Digest, although we are not
SDA. We are Sabbath observers. We
thank whoever put us on your list.
We’re enclosing a journal we get,
which has word of an Adventist
[organized] massacre in Rwanda. A
portion of it reads:
“The most discouraging aspect
of the three-month slaughter. . . is
the role of the religious leaders in
the genocide.
“Not only did most religious
leaders fail to condemn the govern-

• A retired Adventist pastor
from Rwanda, Elizaphan Ntakirutimana, 73, has been charged with
genocide and crimes against
humanity by a United Nations tribunal. He is being held without
bail. Ntakirutimana was president
of the South Rwanda Field during
the killings. The tribunal charges
that Ntakirutimana (a Tutsi)
arranged for hundreds of Tutsis to
seek refuge at an Adventist church
and then had them killed by
Hutus.
Pastor Ntakirutimana denies
the charges, which his son John

59

https://digitalcommons.andrews.edu/pd/vol2/iss2/1

6

Multiple: Epistles

E

P

I

S

T

L

E

S

lowing the tragic tribal warfare and
apologized to Rwandan government officials for Adventist Church
members who had put tribal loyalties ahead of their commitment to
love their neighbors as themselves.
The Adventist Church has
313,208 members in Rwanda,
according to the 1997 SDA Yearbook, with 836 churches. Through
its relief agency ADRA, the church
has been active in providing relief
supplies to Rwandan refugees in
Zaire and Burundi, whether Hutu
or Tutsi. The Rwandan SDA
Church has opened many churches
that were destroyed during the
fighting. It is also attempting to
reopen its hospital, college, and
other institutions.
Perspective Digest will keep its
readers informed on the results of
the charges against Paster Ntakirutimana.— R.R.H.
□

says have been made because of
jealousy of his father’s ability to
maintain good relations with both
the Tutsis and the Hutus in Rwanda. The U.S. Government has confirmed that charges by Rwandans
against Rwandans are sometimes
motivated by revenge.
“The killings in Rwanda were a
terrible atrocity. They demonstrate
what happens when the love of
God does not permeate human
relationships,” said Rick Kajiura,
spokesperson for the Adventist
Church.
“The Seventh-day Adventist
Church deplores violence,” he
added. “We would never condone
or rationalize away the killings in
Rwanda, nor would we ever condone any form of genocide.”
Kajiura noted that the situation
in Rwanda was so tumultuous during the civil war that few records
are complete. He added that the
Adventist Church will not support
re-employment of anyone involved
in war crimes. The church’s world
leadership has asked Rwandan
church leaders to seek to bring reconciliation between its Hutu and
Tutsi members, and between the
two groups generally.
Adventist General Conference
President Robert S. Folkenberg
went to Rwanda immediately fol-

Ain’t It the Truth!
“The reason we criticize and
condemn other people is that their
methods of sinning are different
from ours ”—George E. Taylor, St.
Helena, California, in the Adventist
Review.
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